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o your students think green? Check out the BC Green Games, a new contest for K-12
students developed by Science World and the Ministry of Education. It’s a chance for
students to share and celebrate their success stories and be eligible to win—over $50,000 in
prize money will be awarded to BC schools.

To participate in the contest, students must not
only think of eco-actions, they must actually take
action and record those actions using creative
media such as videos or photo-essays. Once
submitted, the entries will be hosted on the BC
Green Games website to inspire other teachers
and students to take on their own eco-actions.

Students are full
of great, creative
ways to build a
greener future

To date, over 100 projects are registered to
participate in the contest from all across BC,
including Port Hardy, the Kootenays, Fort St.
John and the Lower Mainland.

Registrations will be accepted until November
30, 2008 and completed projects can be submitted
January 15 - February 27, 2009. Once the projects start
coming in, you’ll be able to view them online to see what
BC’s young green thinkers have done.

“The response we’ve received from teachers and students
across the province is fantastic,” says Pauline Finn, Vice
President, Community Engagement, Science World.
“Students are full of great, creative ways to build a greener
future for us and this is their chance to get their ideas out
there to encourage other people to take action as well.”

More information, sample entries and contest details are
available online at www.bcgreengames.ca.

A NEW TAKE ON
TAKE OUT

In the face of rising prices for animal feed and fertilizer, Japan is responding to greater
demand for animal feed pellets made from recycled leftovers.
Japan disposes of some 10 million tons of food waste a year. At one time, the leftovers were put
in landfills for decomposition.
Since 2001 however, the government has pushed for a
recycling industry to turn food scraps into animal feed
or it sends leftovers to facilities where the methane gas
produced by rotting foods powers industrial plants.

Japan’s food industry
recycles more than 70
per cent of its leftovers

One former garbage truck driver started his own recycled
food company when he became frustrated with dumping tons of food waste daily. Today, his trucks pick up rice
balls, sandwiches and milk discarded from over one thousand 7-Eleven stores and bring them to a factory on
the outskirts of Tokyo to be turned into animal feed for pigs and chickens. Japan’s food industry is the biggest
producer of food waste and recycles more than 70 per cent of its leftovers. About half is turned into feed.
On the other hand, Japan imports about 75 per cent of its animal feed stocks and is the world’s biggest corn
importer, to feed animals.

student lunches could
be providing heat and
air conditioning

Where’s my order?

This past year, the government of Tokyo commissioned a pilot project to produce methane and ethanol from
leftover school meals. If successful, one day soon, student lunches could be providing heat and air conditioning for the
same schools where they were eaten.

ZERO WASTE,
ZERO CARBON
The United Arab Emirates plans to build the world’s first zero waste
zero carbon city and has formed a partnership with General Electric
Company to advance the proposal.
Under the plan, a clean technology centre will be established in
the Emirates Masdar city. The city will provide housing for 50,000
people and an environmental technology centre on four square miles
of land set aside for the project. Planned for completion in 2015, the
Masdar centre will be a walled city getting its energy from wind and
sun and producing zero greenhouse gas emissions.

PLUGGING INTO UTILITIES... cont’d from page 9
is examining issues of mutual benefit. On one hand, GM wants to see
universal technical standards so that cars can move from one jurisdiction
to another without being dead on the road. Utilities, on the other hand,
are studying the impact that electric vehicles could one day have on
their peak and off-peak power needs. The concept of 200,000 drivers
plugging in their cars on a hot summer night in Toronto while the air
conditioners are running has given pause to some electricity planners.
A recent study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
projected that by 2016 there will be 10 million electric vehicles in
the world, half of them in the United States. That will represent less
than one per cent of the more than one billion vehicles that are
expected to be on the road worldwide by that time.

