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CHARGING AHEAD

F

rance has almost 50,000 vehicles in its national postal operation and has a fiveyear plan to replace the majority of them with electric cars. The cars will be
developed as a joint venture between a Milwaukee car parts maker and a
French battery company.
The postal authority acknowledges that
the choice will be much more expensive
much more expensive
than the traditional gasoline-powered
than the traditional
vehicles because the high cost lithiumgasoline-powered vehicles ion batteries will account for 60 per
cent of the vehicles price. The company
claims, however, that it will save on
operating expenses because the costs of charging the electric car will be about
one-sixth of what it takes to fill current vehicles with gas.

OCEAN DEADZONES

T

WORLD

he Journal of Science reports that there are now more than 400 dead zones
in oceans around the world, more than twice the number reported by the
UN in 2006. Dead zones, a scientific ocean condition called hypoxia, are
areas of the ocean where pollution-fed algae deprive other living ocean life of
oxygen. Scientists believe fertilizer and farm run off as well as sewage is
the problem.
The study has found low oxygen ocean areas off the
coasts of Taiwan, Spain and Norway as well as the
mouth of the Yangtze River in China. In New
Zealand, a large area became hypoxic after
salmon farming cages were placed in
the ocean but began recovering
when the cages were moved.

Racing to Another Home

DRY RUN FOR DISASTER

T

he International Water Management Institute has warned that
many countries are facing extreme water scarcity either from
natural causes or a lack of investment in water infrastructure.
Compounding this, nearly one billion people in the world
who are undernourished also live in countries with
inadequate water.

The French collection

A World
Without
Chocolate

T

he Nature Conservation
Research Council has issued
the warning that in 20 years
time chocolate could be as scarce
and expensive as caviar.

The warning is based on what is
seen as unsustainable farming
practices. Cocoa usually grows in
rain forest conditions that have high
biodiversity. The farmers clear the
forest and use the manufactured
seeds to increase output over the
short term. The Council claims
that this leads to soil erosion and a
shorter life span for trees.
In West Africa, where most of the
world’s cocoa is grown, a chocolate
bar is considered to be an out-ofreach luxury for the people who
pick the beans.

short supply. Over 700
a much shorter time horizon
scientists involved in
than the 100 year projections
the report called “Water
for Food, Water for Life”
used for climate change
concurred that the world
will not have enough
water to feed its growing population in 25 years. As a crisis, this is a
much shorter time horizon than the 100 year projections used for climate
change.

The water crisis is closely related to the
food crisis. The Institute calculates that
it requires one litre of water to produce
each calorie of food. Therefore, for
The growing water crisis has inadvertently pitted urban dwellers against
the typical diet in western countries,
poor farmers. As the world urbanizes and searches for higher living
between 2,000 and 3,000 litres of
standards, there is increased competition between city and farm for scarce
water are needed to produce the food water. As part of this, there is a greater priority placed on investment for
to feed one westerner every day.
improving urban water supplies and sanitation and as a consequence
As large countries like China and
inadequate attention is paid to providing water for the rural community.
India are moving towards a protein This competition has generated strong investment interest. For example,
diet, particularly
the Ontario Teachers Pension Fund has
in their middle
invested substantially in a private sector
class, global water
company that sells drinking water
the idea of water for profit is seen water
demand is increasing
to residents of Chile. It is one of the
as an acceptable investment for ironies of this growing crisis that while
exponentially.
the idea of water for profit may raise
funding teacher pensions
By 2030, the Institute projects that there will be an
eyebrows in the classroom, it is seen as
additional 2.5 billion people in the world, meaning that
an acceptable investment for funding
there will be a need to find over 2,000 cubic kilometres
teacher pensions.
of fresh water to grow the food to feed them. Currently over 7,500 cubic
…continued on page 16
kilometres of water are being used to produce food, and water is in

