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Small Is Not The New

A

frequent comment heard from media and other observers,
with respect to the problems of the North American car
industry, is that the industry failed to listen to consumer
demand for smaller cars. However, the hard numbers of car sales
don’t support that mythical demand.

Big

According to DesRosiers Automotive Consulting, the lead research
agency on car sales in the US, sales of entry levels cars, defined as the
smallest and cheapest cars, in the first half of 2008 increased by only 80,000
units or about one per cent of the 7.5 million cars sold.

Small American cars rejected 50 years ago

The situation is little different in Canada. According to Stephen Beatty, Managing Director of Toyota Canada, “We didn’t suddenly become Europe or Japan.” He added that, “it’s
not about everybody driving a subcompact going forward.” He commented that North Americans have not changed their
buying behaviour as radically as some people may believe.

“We didn’t suddenly become
Europe or Japan.”

According to Dennis DesRosiers, “The absolute most common message we get day in and day out in the auto sector is
that in the face of high gas prices the American consumer has abandoned the SUV and the pickup truck. The facts tell a
different story.”

World Of Wheels

A

ccording to the president of Toyota Motor Corporation,
the number of cars in the world will hit one billion by
2015. By that time, he says that Toyota will be producing
one million Prius models per year, which translates into one tenth
of one per cent of the cars sold in 2015.
• There are currently 650 million
cars worldwide.
• T he hybrid has been around
in one form or another for a
century.

hybrid has been around
in one form or another for
a century

• I n 1899, a car was developed
in Austria that had a gasoline engine with small electric motors in the
wheels.
• I n 1917, in Chicago, a car called the Woods Dual Power was built
combining a gas engine with an electric motor.
• I n 1969, General Motors developed a small car called the XP883 which had a small gas engine with an electric motor. It was
also a plug in similar to the car which General Motors is trying
to bring into production for next year.
In 1969, tiny hybrid cars with plug in features were not high on
the consumer shopping list.

PLASTIC
PERSPECTIVES

T

he use of recycled plastic is credited
with making cars more affordable and
more environmentally friendly.

Recycled plastic is used for bumpers, splash
guards and motor components. Because of
its more brittle qualities, recycled plastic is
mixed with new plastic in durable applications
such as bumpers. It also costs half as much
as new plastic to the manufacturer.
Even the plastic in cars that are demolished
or sent for scrap finds a new life. The plastic
is shredded and recycled into pellets that are
used to make new automotive products.
A decrease in the availability of plastic is
feared to lead to the need for more metal in
cars, hence heavier vehicles with higher fuel
requirements.

PUMPED ON AIR POWER

A

European company, MDI, has developed a concept for
a car it claims will run on air. A New York firm called
Zero Pollution Motors has obtained the license for US
distribution of the cars and plans to deliver the first models next
year at a price of $20,000 Canadian.

the required air pressure
would be about 120 times
the tire pressure of a typical
six passenger sedan

The concept of an air car is
similar to a steam engine only
in this case air replaces steam.

The vehicle planned for the
US market would have a dual
energy engine with speeds of
130 kilometres per hour and
a range of 1,200 kilometres.
The design involves one or
more tanks of compressed air under the floor of the car with a separate
tank holding eight gallons of fuel. Depending on how fast the car is
going, it would either use air or a combination of air and fuel. At speeds
of less than 50 kilometres per hour, it is claimed that it would run on
air power. The internal combustion engine used to heat the air could
Continued on page 14...

RUNNING ON EMPTY
STOMACHS

R

apidly increasing energy prices and security
concerns combined to create an ethanol
the Mexican diet is
stampede over the last couple of years. Now
comprised of 47 per
with declining fuel prices and the impact of ethanol
cent corn
production on food, the ethanol stampede may be
turning into an ethanol bubble. This is the view of a
report on InvestorsObserver.com. A report on the site looked at the relationship between using
food for fuel as opposed to food for diet.
The following numbers provided an illustration. The Mexican diet is comprised of 47 per cent
corn. It takes 2.4 pounds of corn per day to feed a hungry person while it takes 22 pounds of
corn to make one gallon of ethanol. There are 42 American gallons of gas in one barrel of oil.
Based on these numbers, to replace one barrel of oil would take 42 gallons of ethanol or 924
pounds of corn. That works out to be enough to feed a hungry person for 385 days, a little more
than a year. Put another way, were a consumer to fill their tank with 22 gallons of ethanol that
would be the equivalent of the food required by a poor person for six months.
Continued on gage 14...
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COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

FIRST NATIONS SCHOLARSHIP

First Nations communities face distinctive challenges in terms
of developing wildfire protection plans.

FORED provides a scholarship opportunity to all students of self-declared
aboriginal ancestry in the NicolaValley Institute ofTechnology (NVIT) Natural
Resources programs.The scholarship connects natural resource studies and
traditional knowledge.

Unlike larger urban centers, these small communities generally lack the fire
protection infrastructure to mount a vigorous defence in the event of spontaneous
wildfires. Compounding this is the fact that mature forests surround many First
Nations communities, including those that live in the pine beetle zone.

The Ministry of Forests
and Range secured an
opportunity for FORED
to stage a workshop

But there is much of a preventative nature
that can be done to safeguard First Nations
communities. This was the impetus behind
a workshop conducted by FORED on behalf
of The Ministry of Forests and Range in
Prince George.

Attendees at the workshop came from a number of First Nations communities in
the region and are part of a retraining program sponsored by the First Nations
Forestry Council. The program aims to work in partnership with First Nation
communities to provide delivery of contemporary fire safety and prevention
information and knowledge to the community members and administrations.
The Ministry of Forests and Range secured an opportunity for FORED to stage a
workshop for enrollees in this program based on the Ministry’s FireSmart program.
The session started with a screening of the video “In Our Defence” which tells
how the community of Logan Lake developed a comprehensive strategy to protect
itself from wildfires by using the FireSmart program principles. The video shows
how the entire community, from businesses to students, can be contributors to a
successful strategy.
A following roundtable discussion involved participants in assessing how the
approach taken in Logan Lake could be applied in a First Nations community.
Mike Dittaro, Fuel Management Specialist for the Ministry in the Prince George
area gave a detailed presentation on the FireSmart program. It provided a
thorough understanding of the technical aspects of fire protection in every day
language.
An unstated goal of the workshop was to engender enthusiasm among the
participants to become FireSmart champions in their communities. There was
unanimous and energetic response to that goal. One participant, expressing the
mood of the group said, “I want to get started today.”
FORED created a number of communication tools specifically designed for First
Nations to help engage community interest in applying FireSmart principles in a
First Nations setting. The kits included materials on career opportunities for First
Nations related to community wildfire protection.

ABORIGINAL ENVIRONMENTAL CAREERS
FORED is part of a national focus group of First Nations and non First Nations
representatives hosted by an organization called Building Environmental
Aboriginal Human Resources (BEAHR). The purpose of the group is to develop
and codify the competencies required for a generic solid waste management job
that would be applicable in a Band office environment.
The group intends to produce a list of national occupational standards required for
an Aboriginal person occupying such a solid waste management job. Curriculum
will be developed to train Aboriginal people for these positions.
The initiative is undertaken in response to demand from Aboriginal communities
and the group plans to complete the
Curriculum will be
curriculum in early 2009. Once completed,
developed to train
the program will be delivered to Aboriginal
communities across Canada and is intended
Aboriginal people for
to increase Aboriginal employment in the
these positions
growing environmental sector.

SUSTAINABILTY REPORTS
FORED serves as part of a stakeholder consultation group to
advise the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the Olympic
Games on sustainability reports. The purpose of the advisory
process is to help ensure that VANOC’s annual Sustainability
Reports are valuable and timely tools to promote accountability
to stakeholders regarding VANOC’s sustainability commitments.

students describe how

To apply, students provide an outline to
traditional knowledge
describehowtraditionalknowledgemaybe
may be or has been
or has been applied to natural resources
applied to natural
managementintheirterritory,community
or Band decision-making. This can be an
resources management
oral story/family anecdote, traditional
practice,research,orother,aslongasitrelatestoanyaspectoftheenvironment
ornaturalresourcespracticesinfisheries,wildlife,mining,forestry,agriculture,oil
andgas,archaeology,parks,recreation/tourismorothertopicsinsupportoftheir
application.
Winners are selected based on the best submission as judged by NVIT staff,
financial need and the highest grades in the NVIT Ethno Science courses.
Thescholarshipcanbeusedtosupportanypost-secondaryrelatedcosts(tuition,
books, living expenses etc.).
AwardwinnerswillbepublishedinFOREDmagazineLandscapes.Allapplications
submittedbystudentsmayalsobepublishedintheFOREDmagazineLandscapes
or in a future publication depending on funding.
ThescholarshipwillbeawardedtoanaboriginalstudentselectedbyNVITwiththe
chequepresentedbyFOREDattheawardceremonyinMayatwhichtimephotos
will also be taken for publication.
FOREDhopestoacquireadditionaldonorsandonedayestablishanendowment
forthispurposeandpublishamemorybookontraditionalknowledgetopreserve
this history for future students.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
RECOGNIZED
FORED was formally recognized by the City of Vancouver
and its Youth Outreach Team for its outstanding
contribution to the youth community in Vancouver.
FORED President Cheryl Ziola received the honour on
behalf of FORED at an award dinner.

RUNNING ON EMPTY…

cont’d from page 8

In any energy price scenario there seems to be a cloud of
controversy. High energy costs drive producers to explore alternative
sources which may create problems in terms of world hunger. Low
energy costs may drive consumers to the indiscriminate use of
private transportation with its attendant environmental consequences.

PUMPED ON AIR POWER… cont’d from page 8
run on gasoline, biofuels or a combination. With claims that the car
could deliver over 100 miles per gallon, the promoters see it as a strong
competitor for hybrid vehicles.Some skeptics have pointed out that the
required air pressure would be 4,500 pounds per square inch or about
120 times the tire pressure of a typical six passenger sedan. They claim
that the amount of energy required to produce that type of pressure
would make the car non-competitive.
The largest car company in India, Tata Motors, entered an
agreement with MDI to develop the technology. Tata is currently
producing a car for the Indian consumer that sells in the range of
US $3,000.

