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BLAZINGCONTROVERSY
Certainty about the past is a dubious proposition, while certainty about the future is a sure thing. This
contradiction seems to be at the heart of a dispute on what caused climate change 13,000 years ago.
An anthropologist at the University of Cincinnati, Ken Tankersley, claims that a giant comet exploded over
modern-day Canada 13,000 years ago, scorching the forests, changing the climate and bringing about
the extinction of animals such as the wooly mammoth. Investigating two sites in the state of Ohio, he
claims to have discovered an abundance of what are called micrometeorites, which he describes as
“the fingerprint” of the giant comet that hit Canada.
According to the theory, a massive comet hit Canada 12,900 years ago and created a shockwave that
sent millions of tons of heat, debris and gas into the atmosphere. Resulting grass fires in southern
North America destroyed the grazing lands of mammoths and other animals. The theory goes on
to state that the comet blast destabilized the ice sheet in Canada, sending a flood of water pouring
into the North Atlantic. It suggests that this caused an abrupt cooling, creating a mini ice age that
lasted for more than 1,000 years.
One of Canada’s leading climate change academics, Professor Andrew Weaver of the University of Victoria warns that we
shouldn’t be hasty about the causes and effects of climate change related to comets in the past. Says Weaver, “Whatever anyone says, this still
remains rather controversial. This is certainly not the end.”
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or First Nations, fire was a tool in resource management and community sustainability. It was used to manage food and medicinal plants, create the
habitat that would attract desirable wildlife and reduce the risk of fuel loading around communities.

Burning was done at times of the year when it would achieve intended results and it required knowledge of fire behaviour and vegetation response.
At least 12 fruit bearing shrubs and six plants with edible roots were encouraged by traditional burning practices.
Certain areas were treated with fire on a four or five year cycle. Rotational burning of this nature kept the landscape
area in constant production with desired natural crops as well as attracting wildlife. Preferred locations for fire use
would have been close to First Nations’ villages or their seasonal camps
or could be far enough away to require a special trip to harvest the
current year’s crop and then carry out a burn to stimulate a crop for
the following year. An example of this is the blue camas, a plant
whose bulbs provided a source of carbohydrates for First Nations
people on south Vancouver Island. On the prairies, one
historian noted, “Indians…willfully set the prairies on fire
in the autumn so that the bison would come to
their part of the country to get the rich green grass
that would follow in the spring.”
In the northern boreal forests, spring burning
kept meadows open while in the fur trapping
areas, the fires of spring encouraged aspen
and willow to support beaver and moose
populations. (Acknowledgements: BC Forest
Professional: John Parminter, Peter Murphy)
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Eons of Understanding

History Gives A Free Ride

he industrialized western world employed many practices in
the 19th century that are completely unacceptable today. These
practices partially allowed western countries to gain economic
dominance. They included child labour, slavery, and
they should
brutal labour conditions.

insist that they should be allowed to grow their economies without any
regard to climate impact, on the grounds that western societies were
major polluters in the past.

be allowed
to grow their economies
without any regard to
climate impact

Nobody would argue that developing countries today
should be able to use these horrific practices to catch
up in economic terms, simply on the grounds that they
were used by western countries in the past. There is one exception to
that argument in the view of some countries. Many developing countries

In some cases, developing countries make the case
that any significant action on improving their record
should be paid for by western countries.

In India, for example, a government document
entitled the “National Action Plan on Climate Change”
stipulates that any actions in India to improve the climate should be
paid for “by developed countries and the needed technologies (should
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