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Man: The Urban Creature
Cities reaching the one million population mark often take on a selfcongratulatory tone in their promotional literature that boasts of their
world-leading status. But the million mark is by no means an exclusive
club. Today 408 cities in the world have at least that many inhabitants.
There are 20 so-called mega cities with more than 10 million people
and Greater Tokyo with a population 35 million in its amalgamated
urban area has a greater population than Canada.

overwhelm nature’s
ability to cope.
The study shows
the key difference
between ancient cities
and their modern
counterparts. The
early cities depended
on the surrounding
countryside for their
food and natural
Mexico City: High and Dry
resources which in many cases meant having farms at the city walls.
Today, by comparison, cities frequently depend on distant sources for
their basic requirements. For example, Los Angeles takes much of its
water from the Colorado River nearly 1000 kilometers distant while
Mexico City, situated at 3000 meters, must draw water from a distance
of 150 kilometers and then lift it a full kilometer or more to meet the
city’s needs.

A new book entitled “Plan B2.0”
by Lester Brown the President
of the Earth Policy Institute says
that in 2007, more than half of
the world’s population will live in
cities making mankind an urban
species for the first time. Brown
emphasizes the importance
of integrating sustainable
community planning into this
surge of urban development. He
points out
The challenges in food distribution to sustain
that cities
“cities require a concentration major cities are even more daunting. Tokyo gets
require a
its grain from the American mid-west, Toronto
of natural resources”
gets much of its produce from California and
Mexico, and the United States provides corn to
concentration of natural resources
much of the world. Compounding the impact of massive urbanization
including water, energy and food,
is the fact that the oil needed to transport all of these resources to the
in a form that nature cannot
world cities often comes great distances with environmental as well as
provide. Likewise, the waste
world stability consequences.
products from this concentration
Brown does not see the growth of cities as an inevitable and
process are sent back into nature
unstoppable phenomenon. As the insatiable appetite for land
in concentration levels that
Tokyo: Still Growing

EconomicGrowth—UnevenPicture
For the last year reported, 2005, the world economy
grew by 4.9 percent. This is an average figure which on
closer examination shows some interesting variables.
For example in 2005 American growth dropped to the 3
percent range, the European Union economy expanded
at an average of less than 2 percent and Japan, the
world’s third largest economy, grew by only 2.6 percent.
Energy demand for the developing economies such
as China and India has moved other countries into the
position as major players in global growth. The African
economy for example in 2005 grew at over 5 percent,
well ahead of the United States and Canada, stimulated
largely by high oil prices in fuel producing states.

All of this growth does not hide the reality of some
startling inequalities. The World Policy Institute suggests
that the 500 richest people in the world have a larger
combined income than the poorest 400 million. In China,
the average city resident earns more than 3 times as
much as a typical farmer and the gap is widening.

Missing the Energy Boom in Africa

Green Cities
Premier Gordon Campbell of British Columbia
announced a number of initiatives to the Union of
B.C. Municipalities Convention intended to spur
environmental progress at the community level.
Among these were:
• A $ 40 million fund over four years to help
communities build bike paths, walkways and
green ways.
• Financial incentives to help municipalities retrofit
dirty diesel vehicles with cleaner technologies.

• The $2000 tax break on hybrid vehicle purchases
to be extended beyond 2008.
• As of 2007 all new cars leased or purchased by
the Province of British Columbia will be hybrids.
• The Province made a commitment to contribute
one-third of the Capital Funding towards the best
and lowest cost solution that would provide proper
sewage treatment for the Capital City, Victoria.
Currently the city discharges raw municipal waste
into the ocean.

