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Strange Company
The Energy Security Leadership Council is a group of leaders in the United States drawn from the senior ranks
of the military as well as corporate America. Some of the council’s views would likely find support among the
most ardent environmental groups.
The council is launching an energetic effort to get the US Congress
to reduce gasoline consumption through a combination of higher
efficiency standards and a switch to alternate fuels. The group sees a risk to
both American competitiveness and national security unless aggressive
action is taken.

“end the exemption for
commercial vehicles”

In a recently released report it urges the American government to mandate an improvement of four percent in
overall fuel efficiency standards. It also calls for the government to end the exemption for commercial
vehicles in such standards. Currently, the high proportion of energy used by commercial vehicles such
as trucks delivering consumer goods is driven by consumer consumption, but exclusively exempt
from environmental restraints. The Council believes that adoption of their proposals could reduce
oil consumption by 20 percent of current American demand.
Automobile manufacturers in the United States have resisted arbitrary measures and are
currently working for a new set of voluntary standards with the American government. The
industry claims that tougher environmental standards would increase prices for vehicles, which
in turn would induce motorists to keep driving older, less fuel efficient cars.
Speed and Size Still In Fashion

Corn Caper
The Capers food store chain in Vancouver has found
a better way to make food containers. They are made
from corn. First, starch from the corn is converted into
dextrose. Then, a natural culture is added that converts
the dextrose into lactic acid. After distillation, simple
molecular structures called lactides are produced and
these form a long chain. Pellets made from the lactide
chains are melted down and shaped as food packages.
Customers bring the clean washed containers back to
the Capers store. The containers are composted and
used as a natural fertilizer to grow – what else – corn?

Cities Act On
Climate Change
Although many nations are either in denial or disarray when it
comes to the Kyoto Protocol, more and more city hall seems to be
making the climate a local issue.
Late last year, mayors from 32 American cities met in Anchorage, Alaska
for three days to advance ideas on how their cities could contribute
to slowing the growth of global warming. In a storytelling session on
the effects of global warming, impacts ranged from increased forest
fires surrounding Montana communities to reduced salmon runs in
Washington State.
Commenting on the impasse on climate change at the national
level, Mayor Rocky Anderson of Salt Lake City, Utah, said “If it’s
not going to come from the top down we need to push from the
bottom up.”

Big Feet
The World Wildlife Federation has issued a ranking of the 10
nations in the world whose inhabitants place more demands
per capita on the world’s natural resources than over 180 other
nations. The report warns that at current rates of growth the
equivalent of two planet earths would be needed to provide the
natural resources required every year by 2050.
The concept of per capita use of natural resources is often
described as an ecological footprint. Nations with the biggest
foot were in this order:
1. United Arab Emirates
2. United States
3. Finland
4. Canada
5. Kuwait

In the United Arab Emirates it was said that individuals need
the equivalent of 12 hectares per person of productive land or
seas for the natural resources they use and in order to reabsorb
their waste. The global average is 2.2 hectares and the
reported available supply per person is less than 2 hectares.
To calculate ecological footprints the WWF calculated the
use of fossil fuels, nuclear power, crop land, grazing land,
developed land, fishing and forests.

6. Australia
7. Estonia
8. Sweden
9. New Zealand
10. Norway
Big Footprints in Barren Land

