
SeAttle tAkeS the leAD

Chain stores and national franchises are often seen to be 
the cause of an epidemic of urban ugliness.  However, fast 
food restaurants and big box stores can and do correspond 
to design dictates from communities through a process 
of design review.  This is described as “a means of ensuring 
the compatibility of franchise design with local community 
character.”  More than 3,000 cities, towns, and counties have a 
design review process for new commercial construction.

Some communities place limits on the floor plan for big box 
retailers and others outlaw outdoor parking altogether.  For 
example, a Wal-Mart in Long Beach, California has no parking lot 
and parking is provided in nearby garages.

The photos on this page illustrate the results that can be achieved 
through negotiation.
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Cities have blue sky ambitions

Elegant design with a side of fries

“promise to cut their heat trapping gas emissions 
by seven percent from 1990 levels by 2012.”

The Mayor of Seattle, Greg Nickels, has tabled a number 

of proposals aimed at making his city greener. Included in 

these is the idea of encouraging citizens to build small rental 

accommodations in their back yard so that people can walk to 

work.  

Nickels is known for launching the US Mayors Climate Protection 

Agreement through which he urged American cities to pursue the 

targets of the Kyoto Protocol. The Agreement brings together 275 

mayors representing 48 million Americans, with a promise to cut 

their heat trapping gas emissions by seven percent from 1990 

levels by 2012.

Seattle’s public utility, Seattle City Light, was the first major US 

electrical utility to reach zero net emissions of greenhouses gases 

last year.


