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Native American University
Located on a 140 acre campus in Santa Fe, New Mexico, the Institute of American Indian Arts
(IAIA) is the only multi-tribal centre of higher education in the US dedicated to the preservation,
study, creative application, and contemporary expression of Native American art and culture.
Founded 1962, the IAIA is in the second phase of campus development that will increase its
facilities to close to 400,000 square feet.
The IAIA has taken on a project
called the Initiative for a
Sustainable Future because
it believes the preservation
and study of American
Indian native art and culture must also involve teaching responsibility towards
the natural environments which sustain native art and culture. The Institute believes
that Native Americans “have an accumulated ecological expertise which is critical to
the building of a sustainable future.” It contends that in light of what it calls the current
global ecological crisis, “it is imperative that the tremendous resource of indigenous ethnobiological and ecological knowledge be recovered, especially among Native American youth.”
It sees this recovery of knowledge as benefiting not just the goals of a sustainable future for North
America, but also the survival of native communities.

“an accumulated ecological
expertise which is critical to the
building of a sustainable future.”

Navajo sand painting

The principals behind the Initiative for a Sustainable Future are expressed in the words of Oren Lyons,
described as the Onondaga faith keeper, who said, “In our way of life, in our government, with every decision
we make, we always keep in mind the seventh generation to come. It’s our job to see that the people coming ahead, the
generation still unborn, have a world no worse than ours – and hopefully better. When we walk upon mother earth, we always
plant our feet carefully because we know that the faces of our future generations are looking up at us from beneath the
ground. We never forget them.”

Strong Symbol, Delicate Species
A scientific journal produced by a New Mexico based conservation organization, Hawks Aloft,
gives a nod to the role of traditional knowledge in sustaining species. Noting that Golden Eagles
depend on hares and rabbits for most of their food, the society notes the “anecdotal evidence from
Navajo sheep herders that there have been more rabbits this year, is probably as good a source
as any rigorous scientific prey-based study would be.” The study defines the linkage between
the observations of the Navajo herders and the increase of viable nests. The study asserts that
Golden Eagles are highly adverse to interference and will abandon nests on small provocations.
For example, in the area of Taos, New Mexico, only one successful eagle nest was found in
2003 and while this has currently grown to eight nests, the productivity of the nests is low with
an average of one healthy baby per nest.
Although urbanization and the resulting loss of habitat contributes to the decline of this “very
secretive and shy bird”, Hawks Aloft contends that eco-tourism in the form of rafting, mountain biking,
and hiking “are no less of a concern.”

Eagles Rebound
As the American government is considering removing protection
for Bald Eagles as a threatened species, the Northern Arapaho tribe
is applying pressure to ease the restrictions which affect the right of
American Indians to kill Bald Eagles for religious ceremonies. A member
of the tribe was charged last year for shooting an eagle without a permit
and the tribe has filed a brief as a participant in the case. The Arapaho
contend that the Bald Eagle population in Wyoming, as well as other
states, is now large enough to enable some birds to be killed without
significant harm to the species. The government position contends
that permitting people to shoot eagles without permission undermines
the desirable balance between
preservation and religious freedom.

“eagles killed in this
way cannot be used
for some ceremonies.”

The US Fish and Wildlife Service
keeps a storage facility for eagles shot
illegally, killed by cars or power lines but the American Indians argue
that eagles killed in this way cannot be used for some ceremonies.
Bald Eagles were reclassified from an endangered to a threatened species
in 1995 and the US Fish and Wildlife Service estimates that there are
currently 7,700 nesting pairs of Bald Eagles in the continental United
States.

Sign Sensitivity
The Squamish Indian Band, just north of Vancouver, has announced
its intention to erect billboards on its land in downtown Vancouver
and West Vancouver. Although the band has conducted open houses
on its plans, it has indicated that it will not respond to opposition.
Some community representatives have objected to the plan
on aesthetic grounds. The sign issue is one that plagues many
communities. The Smart Growth
Network, a North American forum for
sustainable community development,
describes the sign problem as follows:
“Too often signs are oversized, poorly
planned, badly located and altogether too numerous. What’s more,
sign clutter is ugly, costly, and ineffective. It degrades one of the
country’s greatest economic assets – its scenic landscape.”

“sign clutter is
ugly, costly,
and ineffective.”

“Driving down a street cluttered with signs is often an unpleasant
experience, not just because it is ugly but because it is fatiguing.
Sign clutter overloads drivers with more information than it is
possible to manage. It requires great effort by the driver either to
read it all or block it all out while attempting to drive safely.”

