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Unexpected Consequences
An experimental project that appears to contradict logic suggests that
one way to reduce greenhouse gases would be to produce more oil.
The project involved injecting carbon dioxide into Canadian oil fields
in a process that removed five million tons of greenhouse gas while
increasing the recovery of oil. According to the US Dept. of Energy (DOE)
if the methodology could be applied worldwide, “from one-third to onehalf of the carbon dioxide emissions that go into the atmosphere could
be eliminated over the next century and billions of barrels of additional
oil could be recovered.”

“One-half of the carbon dioxide
emissions that go into the
atmosphere could be eliminated.”
The project is a joint effort by DOE and the Canadian government as
well as private industry. The carbon dioxide is piped from North Dakota
from the Great Plains Synfuels plant where it is a byproduct from coal
gasification, to the Weyburn Oil Field in Saskatchewan. The US Energy
Secretary, Samuel Bodman said, “the success of the Weyburn project
could have incredible implications on reducing CO2 emissions and
increasing America’s oil production.” He added that if the process were
used in all the oil fields in Western Canada, “we would see billions of
additional barrels of oil and a reduction of CO2 emissions equivalent to
putting more than 200 million cars off the road for a year.”

The process is called carbon sequestration. The first phase has given
the partners a base of data on how the process can reduce the risk of
climate change while increasing oil recovery.
Carbon dioxide, which is produced from the burning of fossil fuels, is
considered by many scientists to be the leading cause of greenhouse
gases because when it is released into the atmosphere it creates a
heat-trapping blanket. The scientists who
subscribe to this theory believe that the growth
of manmade sources of these gases will lead
to a warming of the earth if the program is not
reversed.
In the Weyburn project, the carbon dioxide
when pumped into the oil reservoir, increased
the pressure and brought more oil to the
surface. The oil field production was increased
by 10,000 barrels a day, which suggested to the
researchers that carbon sequestration could
be “economically viable” according to the DOE.
The researchers estimate that such a process
can increase oil recovery by 60 per cent,
extending the life of aging oil fields by decades
and provide a permanent repository for
carbon dioxide underground. Plans called for
expanding the carbon injection process to an
adjacent field in order to improve efficiencies.
New life for old wells

Targeting Turkeys
For generations turkeys only had to be nervous around Thanksgiving.
Now, if a project in Carthage, Missouri succeeds, they may be pressed
into service to solve the energy crisis.
The project under the management of a company called Changing
World Technologies (CWT) involves transforming turkey beaks,
feathers, bones, etc. into oil. In an interview in “E” Magazine, CWT
President Allen Libshutz offered this enthusiastic if indelicate
description. Said Libshutz, “it’s real. You put turkeys in the front and
you get oil out of the back.”

“ It’s real. You put turkeys in the front
and you get oil out of the back.”
The plant has the capacity to make 3,000 barrels of biofuel from turkey
byproducts each week. The raw material it uses is 1200 tons of turkey
parts obtained from a nearby slaughterhouse. The US government
granted $17 million towards the cost of building the $40 million factory.
The process is called thermal detolymerization and combines heat and
pressure to convert turkey parts into an oil fuel. CWT states that the
process works on anything that contains carbon, which could include
agricultural byproducts, used tires, sewage, or discarded appliances.
The end products are oil, natural gas, carbon, minerals and water.
The claim is also made that the biofuel produced in the giant turkey
grinding factory does not add to global warming.

No Thanks, We’ll Pass
India, home to one-sixth of humanity, appears unlikely to agree to any
emission caps in the next phase of the Kyoto Protocol. Interviewed in
late 2005, a senior official of India’s environment ministry, S.K. Joshi
said, “There is no way that anybody can expect countries like India
to cap their emissions for the next 20 to 25 years.” He added that
India is willing to talk to other countries over the next 20 years and
will be interested to see if “the countries that have agreed to take on
commitments under the protocol have to show demonstrable progress.”
India’s contribution to world carbon emissions is expected to double
in the next 20 years as Asia’s third largest economy continues its rapid
economic expansion.

Pollution Credits
Under the Kyoto Agreement, rich countries can meet their commitments to cut
greenhouse gas emissions by paying for cuts in poor countries. This practice is
called purchasing pollution credits.
Last month, the World Bank spent one billion dollars to buy pollution
credits from two Chinese companies. The two companies, both chemical
manufacturers, agreed to cut their greenhouse gas emissions by 19 million tons
a year although the agreement made no mention of any minimum levels that
were to be attained.
The Kyoto Agreement commits countries such as Canada that have signed it to
reducing emissions of gases that contribute to global warming. Poor countries
such as China and India, which have the world’s fastest growing economies,
are exempt, but may apply for grant funding to cut their own emissions.
The agreement with the Chinese chemical companies will be in force until 2012.

So far the only obstacle seems to be cost. The price tag for producing a
barrel of turkey biofuel is $80 (US). Neighbours have also complained
and launched a lawsuit citing the “rancid smell of burning meat.”
If the United States catches up to Europe in terms of offering financial
incentives for consumers who use biofuels, then CWT may one day be
‘talking turkey’ with the rest of the oil giants.

Paid to clean up

