e
r
u
t
a
N

12

notes

Elephant Numbers Decline
South Asian wildlife experts held
emergency meetings last month
to discuss the declining numbers
of Asian elephants because of

and Vietnam. Their numbers are
declining because of the growing
economies in Asian countries and
expanding human populations

“Their numbers are declining because of the
growing economies in Asian countries and
expanding human populations.”
deforestation, road building, and
expanding farmlands. According
to a Rueters’ story, numbers of
the elephants across Asia are
now at 60,000, down from over
150,000 just 20 years ago. Asian
elephants are smaller than those
in Africa and are found in a
number of countries including
China, India, Malaysia, Sri Lanka

are increasing pressure for land
and other resources. This in
turn serves to destroy elephant
habitat, putting them in direct
contact and conflict with people.
As an example, forest officials
in Bangladesh report that up to
15 people and eight elephants
are killed annually in human/
elephant conflicts.

Migrating elephants are a major
concern. Elephants, by nature,
migrate over large distances in
search of food, but because of
infrastructure development
and road building their
migration patterns are
increasingly taking
them into unfamiliar
territory where
conflicts arise.

Hauling away their
own habitat

Polar Bear Lawsuit

Throwing In The Towel

The American government
is being sued by three
environmental groups who are
seeking to protect polar bears
from extinction because of
disappearing Arctic sea ice. The
lawsuit demands that the
government take action
on a petition which
environmentalists
filed last year to have
polar bears listed
as a threatened
species under
the Endangered
Species Act. When
a species is listed
as threatened,
the government
is barred
from doing
anything to
jeopardize
the animals’
existence or habitat.
Regarding the polar bear, the
environmentalists hope to
force the US government to
reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases such as carbon dioxide.

In recent years, many hotels have portrayed themselves as
being environmentally sensitive by asking guests to re-use
their towels. The Hilton Hotel in Vancouver, Washington
is out to demonstrate that being a green hotel takes a little
more than promoting wet towels. The Hilton property is
trying to earn a designation from the Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design certification program, or LEED for
short.

In Canada, the comparable
endangered species federal
legislation only applies to animals
on federal lands.
The suit was launched by the
Centre for Biological Diversity,
the Natural Resources
Defence Council,
and Greenpeace.
A Greenpeace
spokesperson
said, “polar bears
cannot survive
without sea ice.
Polar bears could
disappear in our
lifetime if we don’t
take action.”
America’s polar
bears are found in
Alaska and the stock
off Alaska’s northern
coast is estimated at
two thousand animals.
Another group of polar
bears numbering from two
thousand to five thousand is
shared with Russia in the islands
of the Bering Sea.

“ In keeping with the competition,
however, Hilton will also ask
guests to use the towel twice.”
The combination hotel and conference centre has a white
roof to reflect heat, landscaping with native plants that
require less monitoring, carbon dioxide sensors in meeting
rooms to maintain the flow of fresh air, and plugs in the
parking garage for electrical vehicles. As well, windows
in guest rooms can be opened for guests who don’t wish
to use air conditioning. To reduce construction costs and
transportation impacts, the hotel was built with materials
that could be purchased within a 500 kilometer radius.
In keeping with the competition, however, Hilton will also
ask guests to use the towel twice.
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Climate Change Then and Now
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“ Climatologists now blame those recurring
droughts and floods on a global cooling trend.”
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Fortune Magazine – February 1974.
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Now there’s a new line
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