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Sustainability
Up In Smoke
Noel Hendrickson

One of the first casualties in the sustainability strategy for the Vancouver Olympics was the cancellation of
a wood burning heating system for the yet to be built Olympic Village. Although Vancouver Engineering staff spent
$25,000 on a public consultation program, residents in nearby neighbourhoods rejected the concept
of a community heating system based on biomass. Technical data suggested that the fine particles
emitted by the entire community heating system would be the equivalent to those emitted by a
single home wood burning fireplace. This made no difference in public rejection; nor did the fact
that some Swedish cities have long used wood waste to provide neighbourhood heating systems.

“sewer-based heating
system will create more
greenhouse gas”

Instead, the city will opt for heating the Olympic Village by capturing heat from the sewer pipes that will serve the village. One city
counselor labeled the choice as an “untried technology.” Even if successful, it is expected that the sewer-based heating system will
create more greenhouse gas because 30 per cent of the heat will rely on natural gas. This flies in the face of the official published
sustainability strategy for the Olympics which states that organizers will “maximize use of power and heat sources that produce zero
greenhouse emissions.”
Organizers however have a comprehensive strategy affecting other aspects of the games, which will cover a 27-day period in February
and March of 2010. Under the heading of “clean transportation”, the organizers promise to integrate alternative vehicles in their 4,500
vehicle fleet and state that in some venues, heavy equipment will use biodiesel power. There will be no spectator parking at the Olympic
Games and the organizers will provide one hydrogen powered bus.

“organizers will provide one
hydrogen powered bus.”

To deal with the waste problems associated with millions of visitors, organizers will station
recycling facilities at every venue and “actively promote environmentally responsible
behaviour.”

Green Olympics
The Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) has promised that
the London Olympics in 2012 will be “the greenest games in
modern times.” The ODA has set out its three major goals for
the Olympics including
“each phase of the Olympic sustainable transport,
project undergoes intense energy efficiency and
environmental scrutiny.” minimizing waste. Chief
Executive Officer of the
ODA, David Higgins, said, “This strategy is unprecedented”
adding, “sustainability runs through all we are doing through
the design and construction and venues, the sourcing and use of
energy, the reuse of waste materials, and the use of sustainable
transport routes such as waterways in the centre of the Olympic
Park.”

A special organization called the Commission for a Sustainable
London 2012 has been created to ensure that each phase of the
Olympic project undergoes intense environmental scrutiny. The
London organizers contend that it is the first time that such a
body has been set up in association with an Olympics Games and
promised that the legacy
Olympic site will be “the
“the biggest city park in
biggest city park in Europe
Europe for 150 years.”
for 150 years.”
The key parts of the Olympic strategies include reusing or
recycling 90 per cent of demolition material, cutting carbon
dioxide emissions associated with the Olympic Park by 50 per cent
by 2013 and creating 80 kilometers of walking and cycling routes.

